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THE FIRST 48 HOURS - KITTEN

The First Few Days:

-Make the transition easy for your new kitten with these helpful tips:

-The first thing to do when your kitten comes home is to show him his litter box, food and water dishes, bed and scratching post.

-If there are children in the home, especially small ones, introduce your kitten to them gradually, for short periods of time.

-Teach children the correct way to pick up and hold the kitten by placing one hand under the hindquarters and the other under the chest.  Never pick up a kitten by the front paws or scruff of the neck.

-If there are other pets in the house, introduce them to your kitten with care and caution.  Do not leave them alone together until you are sure they are friends.

Feeding Tips:

-Kittens have different nutritional needs from adult cats.  By feeding complete and balanced nutrition now, you can impact your cat’s lifelong health.  

-Consistency.  Feed your kitten the same food, specifically formulated for kittens, at the same time every day.  Kittens should be fed three times a day until they reach six months of age.  At six months, he can be fed twice a day.

-Choose a quiet place for feeding that is in an area away from foot traffic, noise and the litter box.  Once established, do not change the location unless absolutely necessary.

-Fresh drinking water should be available at all times.

Litter Training Tips:

-You may find that your kitten’s mother has already trained him to use a litter box.  If not, it’s usually relatively easy.

-Make sure the kitten has immediate access to his litter box and that he can climb in and out with no extra effort.  If your kitten is a slow learner, he may need your help.

-Place him in the litter box when he wakes up, after meals or any other time he shows signs of wanting to relieve himself.

-When he is successful in using the litter box, praise him lavishly to reinforce his behavior.

The wait is over and it’s finally time to bring home your new kitten.  But before that happens, there are a few preparations that need to take place.  

Kitten Proofing Your Home:

-Create a safe and friendly environment for your new kitten by following this simple checklist:

-Look at your home from a kitten’s point of view and remove any dangling electrical cords, plastic bags or tempting objects within your kitten’s reach..

-Kittens love to explore and sleep in warm, dark places, so keep drawers and closets closed.  Check to see where your kitten is before closing the door of the refrigerator, oven, washer or clothes dryer.

-Check before starting the car engine.  Kittens love to crawl up under the hood of a car to keep warm.

-Remove poisonous house plants, or keep them out of reach.

-Make sure all hazardous household items are securely stored away.

Supplies You Will Need:

To properly care for your kitten, you will need certain basic supplies.

Food and Water Bowls

Litter Box and Filler

Scratching Post

Bed

Collar

Grooming Brush and Comb

Carrier

Safe, Appropriate Toys (As a general rule, if the toy can fit comfortably in a kitten’s mouth, it is too small.)

